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PAPUA NEW GUINEA PROJECT: This year we initiated a leadership preparation program in 
Papua New Guinea which consists of three separate visits to the governance Circle.  In August 
Jeanette spent several weeks there providing weekend workshops with both the Wewak and 
Aitape groups.  The Joigny prayer form was used throughout. Our mission focus and a vocation 
awareness program were the center of attention along with assistance in updating the 
Governance Circle Directives. In September Margaret met with the Stewardship Circle and 
provided input at their Gathering on systems thinking and marks of healthy 
membership/leadership styles.  She also facilitated strategic planning for the Circle for the next 
three months. In January Elaine will first work with Fr. Tom Ritchie, ofm on nonviolence issues 
in the Governance Circle.  This will be followed by the application of a systemic approach in the 
discernment for new leadership. After facilitating the election in January, she will work with the 
new team during the transition period. 
 

During August in Aitape there was a wonderful 
gathering celebrating the dignity of women.  The 
astounding number of 5000 women WALKED into the 
town of Aitape   from the coast and mountain areas of 
the three 
deaneries. It was 
called by one 
long time 

Franciscan missionary “the most glorious event in the 
history of Aitape.” Sisters Therry, Maria and Francesca 
gave input sessions to the group while others helped with 
organization, liturgy and continuous hospitality. It was a 
fantastic tribute to the ability of women to plan, come 
together, pray and celebrate.  Their sense of empowerment 
to make changes in their lifestyle for the betterment of 
themselves and their children was a wonderful witness. 
 
NEWS FROM NUALA MULLEADY: As you know Nuala 
left Rome for Juba, Southern Sudan on 28 September to take up 
her position with the Solidarity Program.  She settled in well 
with a delightful community including Fr. Joseph Callistus, a 
priest from Sri Lanka and Lucitta, a Columbian sister. Their 
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house is truly the welcoming center for all Solidarity personnel as well as other missioners in 
Juba.  
 
Nuala was in the midst of helping to coordinate an 8 day workshop for twenty of the Solidarity 
personnel when unfortunately she slipped and broke her ankle. Two members of Solidarity are 
doctors, a Comboni sister and an FMM, so she was in good hands.  It was necessary to begin in 
insurance terms “a medical evacuation process!” Nuala arrived in Rome on the 8th very early 
Sunday morning wrapped in an Ethiopian Airlines blanket!  She was accompanied by Sr. 
Margaret Sheehan, FCJ, another Solidarity member. We brought her straight to the emergency 
room at San Carlo Hospital where she will have surgery on the ankle. She will be on crutches for 
a couple of weeks before beginning physio-therapy.  Plans are for Sr. Theresa Geoghegan to 
come from Braintree to assist Nuala during this time. Nuala has many stories to accompany this 
whole mishap – later she will be able to share her perspective on everything! Best wishes for a 
quick recovery, Nuala!!!! 
 
GENERALATE SUDAN OUTREACH:  Elaine, 
Jeanette and Margot Grobsmith arrived in Juba a week 
after Nuala and were warmly greeted by their hosting 
community the Sacred Heart Sisters.  Margot worked 
with primary teachers in two of the Sacred Heart 
schools teaching methods and creative aids for 
instruction. In these schools two thirds of the pupils 
have been internally displaced due to the constant war 
and violence within the country.  
 
During this time Elaine and Jeanette facilitated 24 sisters in two directed/communal retreats and 
led a leadership/membership workshop on systems thinking.  The sisters felt that this new 

approach opened up to them many 
possibilities for growth realizing that old 
methods cannot be applied to today’s rapidly 
changing situations. They have asked that we 
continue to work with their leadership 

towards their General Chapter. During the visit the 
sisters also facilitated an evening’s reflection for some 
of the Solidarity members as well as other religious 
working in the Juba area. 
 
 
BOOK LAUNCH:  Congratulations to Sr. Francine Shaw for her publication of the book 
Elizabeth Hayes: Pioneer Franciscan Journalist. It is a volume to be proud of and one that finally 
places Elizabeth in the literary circle she deserves. The work also pays wonderful tribute to the 
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“Annals Sisters” for their contribution to the founding days of our 
Institute.  For photos of the book launch and further commentary 
visit the website www.mficgen.it under news. At the book launch 
festivities in Australian, Noela Leamy created this gorgeous cake 
to  celebration the occasion – another masterpiece! 
 
 
 

 
VOWS REFLECTIONS: Again we are very grateful for your quick and enthusiastic response 
to the reflections on the vow of poverty.  The celibacy sheets have been emailed to you for 
Advent. We are grateful to Sisters Anna Gallant, Margretta Flanagan and Catherine Finnerty for 
their assistance in collating the obedience responses.  You will find attached the summary that 
they wrote.  These are not articles for the Constitutions as such but supplementary reading to 
give you an indication of the responses received.  A new team has been asked to collate the 
responses for the vow of poverty; they are Srs. Patricia Treacy and Catherine White. Sr. Anna 
Gallant will continue to ensure that the nuances are translatable into French  A further team 
change will be made for the celibacy redaction. 
 
ON THE EDGE: Danielle Julien has done a wonderful job editing the first edition of “On the 
Edge.”  Response from such a wide range of sisters in the Governance Circles certainly gives 
evidence of our ever-widening circle of communion with the very marginalized.  Thank you for 
your enthusiastic contributions. We encourage and look forward to future stories for the next 
edition with its deadline of 18 December, 2009. 
 
EGYPT UPDATE: Since September the Salesian Sisters, 
along with Sister Barbara Molloy, have successfully 
begun the new school year at St. Clare’s in Heliopolis.  
The former headmaster with Sr. Josephine Rush, Mr. 
Magued, has been reappointed to his position for a further 
year to coincide with the contract for the Salesian Sisters. 
There are two co-principals, Sister Charlotte from the US 
who oversees the English and Sr. Mary, Egyptian born, 
whose cultural expertise helps with the smooth running of 
the school. The accompanying photo pictures the group at 
a farewell party given to our MFIC community last June. 
 
SR. ANNA MARY: Thank you to Sr. Anna Mary Hannon for graciously answering the call to 
serve the Australian Governance Circle in Brisbane. She has been ministering to the retired 
community in Clare Place since late 2008.  Unfortunately she is due to have back surgery which 
is scheduled for 11th November there in Australia.  After her recovery Anna Mary has discerned 
to return to Ireland and hopes to join the ecumenical community in Rostrevor where she formerly 
ministered. 
 
CREATIVE ARTS VENTURE:   We received a limited response to the idea of trying to 
capture in art form something of the charism of Elizabeth Hayes.  This testing of the waters 
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indicates that sisters are interested but need more specific details. Rather than a special gathering, 
something that is more Governance Circle oriented seems more likely.  As the time for the next 
General Chapter approaches and a Chapter Theme is decided, we will be in a better position to 
suggest a more concrete proposal. 
 
CALENDAR THROUGH APRIL: 
 
November -- December:  
 Latin American visitation and facilitation of elections (Elaine and Jeanette) 
 Visit to St. Clare’s Heliopolis and trustees meeting, Braintree (Margaret) 
 
January -- February 
 Papua New Guinea/Australia visit (Elaine) 
 Portiuncula Circle workshop on mission/systems thinking (Margaret and Jeanette) 
 
March -- April 
 Future planning in Rome (team) 
 Gathering for elections in USA (Elaine and Jeanette) 
 Peru for financial meeting (Margaret) 
 


