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MAIREAD : As you know Mairead has resigned from her positia the council because of
health problems. It is with sadness that Elain#) the consent of the Margaret and Jeanette,
has accepted this resignation. Mairead returndtbtoe on 1 June and is preparing to return
to the United States Governance Circle where shiespgénd some time

at the Genesis Retreat Center in Westfield, Massstts before
discerning her future community and ministry. W#l wiss Mairead
and are filled with gratitude and thanks for heesance on the team.
She was untiring in her generous use of persoftalfgr the Institute.

After consulting with CICLSAL we have requested rpession to
continue with only two councilors since we are mohan halfway
through our mandate and are about to begin theepsoof planning for
the next General chapter. This will better enalsléo direct our energies towards the needs
and well being of the Institute. To appoint a nesvspn at this time and expect her to leave
her ministry and be integrated into an alreadyldistaed Council would be very difficult for
the person as well as time consuming for the cbuie are hopeful that our request will be
granted.

Because all three team members need to be preseany decisions requiring consent we
ask that all Governance Circle leaders send anyigsion requests well in advance so that
these matters can be considered at scheduled towewlings.

JOIGNY RETREAT: Chantal De Jonghe, rsoj
began the communal charism retreat with the wo
“God leads a group as he leads an individual.
retreat is a process which can only be entered
through a wholehearted response to an invitatighs
Each one’s level of participation affects the oyal
of the retreat.” Some sisters were curious aboeit
criteria for inviting individuals to participate ithis
retreat. The criteria used were for the choic¢hef
totality of the group more than for individualsuch a communal retreat requires a balanced
group with all the variations of the whole. Thugrd were some younger members, some
older, some with international experience and samieout, a multicultural and multilingual
group, a variety of ministry experiences, in ath&rocosm of the whole. It may have been
possible to have arrived at a different group, thig is the group which surfaced through our
communal discernment. From the start, the fatilitawere pleased with the level of trust
which enabled the group to work so well together.
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For each participant Joigny was a graced time. & n@re lengthy periods of prayer followed
by small group sharing. We spoke of our name atgrand our personal and communal
shadows. A beautiful para-liturgical prayer of myeconducted by the team was a wonderful
corporate celebration and on Ma¥ 6/e recommitted ourselves through renewal of vows.
This was the first occasion for a community vowewal on the feast of our Foundress as
well as the first time to include her name in tloenformula.



The retreat process reached a particularly enegoint as we moved with such clarity into
an expression of Elizabeth’s charism. There wad tminvergence in recognizing her stance:
towards God as one of utter confidence and trust in Providence
towards Others as a relational, “being with”, especially towaha tmarginalized and
towards Mission as willingness to take risks and push beyond bauesl#or the sake
of new possibilities.

During our days in Joigny Elizabeth’s presence s@sery tangible.
Surprisingly the place where we situated her pectaiong with the
Blessed Sacrament was atop an antique printings presich
decorated the prayer space.

The daily experience of communal discernment echdee
| principles of Clare. We hope that in the Govereaircles the
sisters will be invited to share similar days medebn the Joigny
retreat. In an ongoing way these experiences failn remote
preparation for our General Chapter of 2011.

CONGRATULATIONS TO HELEN CONNOLLY AND BAHKITA FRANCIS On
12" May, 2009 at a prestigious event held at the Ilraber ’ Sritishiy
War Museum in Duxford near Cambridge, Sister Hel '
received the Adult Learning Award for East of Emgla
Region. The presenter of the awards was from Eagti#@n
Television News. (for pictures refer to the Gereael

are also due to Bahkita Francis, firstly becauser afeveral
years she has finally received English citizenshipd
secondly because on this occasion she was alsemnpees

with the British citizenship award. ’

MISSION:

ST CLARE’S, EGYPT: In June Margaret and Elaine Ww#l present with Josephine Rush
and the Salesian leadership to sign a one yearaabtior new management of the school,
to be evaluated at the end of the year. We arefgitad Josephine and all the sisters who
volunteered to return to Heliopolis for the lasydars. They did an excellent job in
reclaiming the fine standards there and we can pamwdly hand over this educational
centre to the Salesians. The staff are delightatdSr. Barbara Molloy has chosen to stay
on during this interim period as a link with theadbers and an expert in the English
department.

“CROSSING THE BOUNDARIES”: There was enthusmst&sponse to thls Mission
Experience program conducted in Cairo during g i

month of April by Catherine White with the assistan
of Claire Carey from Ireland. Claire works withetlg
Columban mission service so provided input
cultural differences and Catherine’s Arabic teacly
gave general input into Egyptian life and cultuleng
with an orientation to Cairo. Participants includea
teachers from Mount Alvernia College in Kedron, B
Rogonesi and Maree Knight, Srs. Jacinta Tangi &g
Mary Anne Waimba from Papua New Guineg
Margaret Gallagher from Ireland, a university graigu




from Cairo, Yasmine Nagui, as well as Srs. JosepRinsh and Barbara Molloy. Among
their activities were visits to Mokattam Centretire “garbage city” where the women
were taught patch-working and bilum making. Thererevsessions on Islam and
Muslim/Christian dialogue by the Nuncio to Egyptdapast president of the Pontifical
Interfaith Council, Archbishop Michael Fitzgeralthd visits to the Dominican Centre for
Christian/Muslim studies, the Sudanese refugee dicltike Coptic Icon Studio in the
Coptic University as well as a trip to the Orthogmtish and monastery.

FRANCISCANS INTERNATIONAL, BANGKOK: Catherine Whithas now left Cairo
to take up her new position as Regional Directothwesponsibility for the FI Asia
Pacific Programme. Even though she is still tryiognegotiate visa problems she will
enter as a tourist to begin her work on 15th JWwe are very happy for this new ministry
outreach and the possibilities for collaboratiod arsertion that it may offer.

LATIN AMERICA: Mary Anne Waimba, a participant ilé Cairo mission experience,
has been studying Spanish in Rome and will soovelrto Latin America for three

months’ exposure to that culture and ministry ditra We are hoping for increased
cross-cultural exchange between the Papua New &uiaed Latin American groups. It
was very promising to see the level of their comitation despite language difficulties
at both Joigny and at Assisi where they shared together.

PNG CIRCLE EXPANSION-YILUI: Three sisters, Paulidamison, Leonie Wanawa
and Mildred Savien recently moved to a new locatiothe diocese of Aitape. Yilui is a
very remote mission station two day’s walk from Liurfkor many years the people there
have been asking for sisters to serve in the sciodlparish. This very needy area has
been without educational facilities for many yeafhey are starting this new endeavor
with nothing—not even a piece of chalk! Presestlprts are being made by St. Vincent
de Paul Society and Mt. Alvernia College, Kedranassist them with supplies.

LATIN AMERICA CIRCLE EXPANSION-PALOS BLANCOS: In aew months,
Carmen Minga, Nora Saavera and Ellia Herreros tnaNel to a village in Bolivia near
the Argentinian /Paraguyan border to open a newsionswith indigenous Guanari
campesinos. There is no presence of Church in tbéa. &he bishop has built a new
convent which will be ready by July or August. Healso building a boarding school
which is nearly finished. The students will staytta boarding school during the week
and return to their communities at the weekendse Bisters will administer this
internado. There is also a clinic across the sti@etwish them well!

SOUTHERN SUDAN- NUALA MULLEADY, PATRICIA CORDWELL, GENERAL
TEAM: In September Nuala Mulleady will travel to eth
Southern Sudan to join the collaborative proje@&he will
form part of a team that will initiative an extevisieducational
plan for young teachers.

This past April Patricia Cordwell experienced hlegtoblems and

was advised by the collaborative staff to curteit ministry there.

Patricia is presently in England for a well desdrvest before
returning to Australia. She did a tremendous jobrdy her year in the Nuba Mountains
and later in Wau. Her expertise and invaluabldrdaution to the people of the Southern
Sudan speaks of her wonderful missionary capadsliti

In October Elaine and Jeanette will again assistShcred Heart Sisters of Juba with
retreats and leadership workshops. It is also dioffeat Margot Grobsmith will
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accompany them to help in one of the Sisters’ pmszhools and a crafts centre for
women.

SEDOS - JPIC SEMINAR: This annual meeting is usually a priority for uslaince its
rescheduling conflicted with the Joigny retreat asked
Elise Gorman and Mary Anne Waimba to represent us.
The workshop entitled “Creation at the Heart of $ibs.”
was held from 12 — 16 May in Assisi. This locatiwas
chosen because of themportance of the theme of
environment and its relevance to Franciscans. We wi
shortly be sending out further information on tlentent
of this meeting which will include a website to ddead
power points and talks in English, French and Sgrani

INTERNATIONAL FRANCISCAN CONFERENCE (TOR) — Margaret attended this
conference which was held from 16-22 May 2009 aisAssisi. It was facilitated by Violet
Grennan, who did an outstanding job. A copy of 8tatement from IFC-TOR is follows.
You can see that it has strong links with the Jpigrperience of Elizabeth’s stance toward
mission and confirms the presence of the Spiritkimgy in our midst these days.

"Becoming a Disturbing Presence in Today’s World:
Christ, Through Francis, Clare and... ME!"

The Spirit of God has led us, the sisters and brothers of the Third Order Regular, to
Assisi where we have gazed together upon the world as we know and experience it
today.

We are disturbed by the range of social, economic, ecclesial, technological, political
and legal challenges as well as those within our religious congregations. We desire
to respond to these challenges in faith, walking with Francis and Clare in the
footprints of Jesus.

We are called to become a “disturbing presence” in our world today, as Jesus was in
his day.

We will embrace the call to ongoing conversion in our lives.

We will respond to the marginalized with compassion; we will raise our voices
against injustice, inequality, inequity, intolerance and oppression and help the
voiceless find their voice.

We will cross boundaries and undertake prophetic actions.

We will choose a non-violent response to violence.

We will seek creative responses to the new expressions of poverty, illness
and violence afflicting our world today.



We are called to become a “disturbing presence” in our world today, as Francis and
Clare were in their day.

We will nourish in ourselves and others a life of contemplation in action that
acknowledges the primacy of God’s love.

We will seek new and radical ways of living the Gospel.

We will promote in our fraternities and within the Franciscan family
relationships that enflesh Francis and Clare’s fundamental insight of the
interrelatedness of creation.

We will live our forma vitae in a manner that awakens a new ecclesial and
social consciousness and fosters dialogue in the midst of diverse cultures,
peoples and religions.

We will embrace our world, extending our reach beyond our planet to the
whole cosmos, caring for it to the best of our ability.

We will adopt a life-style that disturbs ourselves and others from
complacency.

We will seek and promote what is good and life-giving in our world.

We will remain faithful to Christ’'s Church while being a “disturbing presence”
within it.

"Praise to you, O God for those who, by their distu rbing presence,
respond to your call to rebuild our Church and our world."



